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CONFIDENTIAL RANGOON 2942 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TATS: PINT BM 

SUBJECT: REFERENDUM ON NEW STATE CONSTITUTION PROCEEDING 
REF: RANGOON 2929 

1. REFERENDUM ON NEW STATE CONSTITUTION PROCEEDED QUIETLY AND 
APPARENTLY WITHOUT INCIDENT THROUGHOUT RANGOON DECEMBER 15. 
VOTERS TURNED OUT EARLY, AND MOST FILLING STATIONS CLOSED BY 
MID-MORNING. 

2. REFERENDUM OUTSIDE RANGOON WILL PROBABLY NOT BE COMPLETED 
FOR SOME TIME YET, SINCE VOTING IN INSECURE AREAS WILL BE HELD 

ON VARIOUS DATES BETWEEN NOW AND DECEMBER 31. ACCORDING TO PRESS, 
"MORE THAN HALF" BURMA'S TOWNSHIPS COMPLETED VOTING DEC. 15. 

3 WHILE OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT BY REFERENDUM COMMISSION OF OUTCOME 
IN RANGOON NOT YET MADE, BURMESE-LANGUAGE WORKING PEOPLE'S 
DAILY REPORTED DECEMBER 17 THAT OVER 95 PERCENT OF RANGOON DIV- 
ISION'S ELIGIBLE VOTERS CAST BALLOTS IN FAVOR OF NEW CONSTITU- 
TION. 

4. MEMBER OF LOCAL REFERENDUM SUB-COMMISSION TOLD EMBOFF 
HIS QUARTER VOTED 60-70 PERCENT IN FAVOR OF CONSTITUTION 
AND SEEMED TO FEEL RESULT SATISFACTORY. MEMBER OF POLLING 
COMMITTEE IN ANOTHER LOCALITY, HOWEVER, REPORTED WHILE 44 OUT OF 
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FINAL COUNT (WHICH WAS PERFORMED BY POLLING COMMITTEE WITHOUT 
PUBLIC OBSERVERS) ON ADVICE OF WARD SAC CHAIRMAN SHOWED ONLY 
6 " NO" VOTES. RUMORS ALREADY CIRCULATING OF SIMILAR PRACTICES IN 
OTHER LOCATIONS. 

5. HERETOFORE, MANY OBSERVERS HAD IMPRESSION THAT NEW CON 
STITUTION WOULD BE PROMULGATED MARCH 2, 1974, TWELFTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF COUP, AND DATE WHEN POWER WILL BE PASSED TO PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY, 
ACCORDING TO ADVANCE ANNOUNCEMENTS. ENGLISH LANGUAGE WORKING 
PEOPLE S DAILY EDITORIAL DEC. 16, HOWEVER-, STATED NEW CON- 
STITUTION WILL COME INTO FORCE ON DATE OF ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
REFERENDUM RESULTS BY REFERENDUM COMMISSION. THIS WILL PRE- 
SUMABLY BE SOON AFTER REFERENDUM COMPLETED DECEMBER 31 AND 
BEFORE ELECTIONS HELD JANUARY 15-31. POSSIBLY ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF REFERENDUM RESULTS WILL BE TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH INDEPENDENCE 
DAY, JANUARY 4. 

LACEY 
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